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LAW

[. Meprane is the most distinguished of all the
arts, but through the ignorance of those who practise
it, and of those who casually judge such practitioners,
it is now of all the arts by far the least esteemed,
The chief reason for this error seems to me to be
this : medicine is the only art which our states have
made subject to no penalty save that of dishonour,
and dishonour does not wound those who are com-
pacted of it. Such men in fact are very like the
supernumeraries in tragedies. Just as these have
the appearance, dress and mask of an actor without
being actors, so too with physicians; many are
physicians by repute, very few are such in reality,

II. He who is going truly to acquire an under-
standing of medl(-lne must enjoy nataral ability,
teaclung, a suitable place, instruction from childhood,
diligence, and time. No“ first ol all natural Rl)lllt)
is necessary, for if nature be in opposition everything
is in vain, But when nature points the way to what
is best, then comes the teaching of the art. This
must be acquired intelligently l)v one who from a
child has been instructed in a place naturally suit-
able for learning. Moreover he must apply diligence

6 \" has /.u,v and émiiBoros ; so appavently Vat. Gr., 277.

7 For 7émov M has -rpdvrau So too below.

8 The order in V is ¢pigws' wadouadins: d8arrarins: 1éwov
ebpuéos. piromorins. X pdvov. ® V has tavrys for ¢daos.

10V has mdvra Keved.
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LAW, 1.—v,

for a long period, in order that lcarning, becoming
second nature, may reap a fine and abundant
harvest.

ITL. 'Fhe learning of medicine may be likened to
the growth of plants. Our natural ability is the
soil.  The views of our teachers are as it were the
seeds. Learning from childhood is analogous to the
seeds’ falling Detimes upon the prepared ground.
The place of instruction is as it were the nutriment
that comes from the surrounding air to the things
sown. Diligence is the working of the soil. Time
strengthens all these things, so that their nurture is
perfected.

IV. These are the conditions that we must allow
the art of medicine, and we must acquire of it a real
knowledge before we travel from city to city and
win the reputation of being physicians not only in
word but also in deed. Inexperience on the other
hand is a cursed treasure and store for those that
have it, whether asleep or awake ;1 it is a stranger
to coufidence and joy, and a nurse of cowardice and
of rashness. Cowardice indicates powecrlessness;
rashness indicates want of art. There are in fact
two things, science and opinion; the former begets
knowledge, the latter ignorance.

V. Things however that are holy are revealed only
to men who are holy. The profane may not learn
them until they have been initiated into the mysteries
of science.

1 A proverbial expression meaning ‘* always.”

\

yap, v 70 wiv (?) énioTacbar moiéer, TO B¢ wy énloTaclar, 9 B¢
3dka TO Gyroeiv.
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